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ISC Executive Director QI A}
T r-
' “"' Nl By all measures, the 6th Korea-America Student Conference (KASC) was one of the
o~ most successful conferences in KASC'’s history. The 10 KASC student leaders from both
countries worked closely for nearly a year to implement a month-long conference filled
with academic field trips, roundtable discussions, lectures, and community service.

Bringing together 40 students competitively selected from universities in the U.S. and
Korea, our delegates convened at Handong Global University (Pohang), Yonsei Uni-
versity Underwood International College (Seoul), Korea Advanced Institute for Sci-
enceand Technology—KAIST (Daejeon),and JejuNational University (Jejulsland).

As a unified troup, the 6th KASC delegation learned about Korea’s national econom-
ic development at the POSCO steel company, visited the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ),
symbol of the Korean War and the divided peninsula, held the very first KASC Youth
Career Forum, and engaged with government leaders such as Ambassador Sung Kim
and Incheon City Mayor Song. This year, the 6th KASC also partnered with the Korea
International Trade Association (KITA) to hold a Joint Final Forum at the Coex Conven-
tion Center.

What distinguishes KASC from other exchange programs is the amount of responsibil-
ity that KASC entrusts students leaders in creating their own conference. All activities
that you will read in this report were planned and implemented by the student Execu-

tive Committee. This year, the student leadership was particularly outstanding — they

. Ol AF O} cccicccccccccccccecceeceece———-
IS C_LE ).(..E C E Tl\_/LE DIRE Cl(iR Ol AL & 1 worked together with an exceptional understanding of one another and led the delega-
« Hlo2| ctOjstM2lo FHE| ZFOFA M-venmmmmmmrr e 2 tion with confidence. Thus, ISC’s student-run model has proved effective again: nothing
e |63 ctO|stMg|o] EOF Y UEFS| O] FH| ----eemmcmmmmmcenaeaaaaas 3 empowers young leaders to know and understand each other more than having a true
« H|63] s0|HAIE|O =9l A}: “ownership” over a program where they spend an entire month planning, studying, living

and laughing together— and KASC does exactly that.

- QB HE O] M eemmeme e 4
- Z3, SIESLSHI ---eceecmccccccecceccicceseeeceseessesessssseeeeaea- 5 We would like especially to thank our benefactors and host universities, including the
B 1 gt 6 Korga Foun.datio.n, the Freeman .Fou.ndati.on, the Nimick Forbesway.Four.ldation, Jeju
-’ — National University, KAIST, Yonsei University, and Handong Global University. Your sup-
- O H, W13 HY HE 0 EH -eeemmeemeeee e 7 - . | .
© port has nurtured and inspired a new generation of leaders in both Korea and the United
- TfH, FEO|AE (KAIST) -semsmmmmmmemmmem s memr s mme e 8 States.
MBI, FF weeeemmrreemrmee s 9 _ _ _ _
- KASC-KITA ZE THO|'S E B ceceorrorammmmememmecmmememmnmennnn 10 | hope you enjoy the following report of KASC’s activities and accomplishments in 2013.
P e e = = We look forward to celebrating our seventh Conference with you next summer!
¢ SO BB O T} FT| weeeerrmmmmmeeenennosee e 11
« 2014 E H73| SHO|SMB|O| TR -w-ememmmmmmmmmcmmmmmemm e 12

Sincerely,

- "?{»-5{;;,04{.,?;— —
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Yuuki Shinomiya
Executive Director
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Ambassador of the United States of America

Za=am, M % @we gE FPEL A4 Seoul, Kore

= ;ﬁ.cﬂ 53—1,] '_j} April 8, 2013

F e = - = - Message to
O
20084 li]— }‘] 3}’ 3t “’“ﬂ' u] p:} A g i] g] NELE gy ]' Korea America Student Conference Participants
n=e] SWaAs 08 =SdAR, FF 44 2
{‘}ﬁ. 0] _3“ W A ﬂ ?} ;_{,]; 01 Z] e ’S] 3] = 7_] _.?_ 21 S L] f-]- Congratulations on your participation in the 2013 Korea America Student Conference.
= 1 g = H |
The special relationship between the U.S. and Korea has never been stronger. We
_ R ~ ; A T T represent two nations that have shared common values and the understanding that by standing
gh] 3} 4 3] o= g = Al] A olarE = o] st together and maintaining a close partnership, we can ensure a long term peace and prosperity in
Z}EAIE @1";1}594 :dlﬂla "]‘?J.‘_:-d ]313_ % }L]E]' this region and around the world.
= S — o . By joining the Korea America Student Conference, you have become important
?} = E}’tﬂ "ﬂ' g] ":}7-? 511' T% S ﬂ ""‘ l’]' = contributors to that lasting peace and prosperity. As a result of this program you will not only
= & ?] §] E} — )‘3 Z}@_L] E} have a deeper understanding of the culture, policy, and interests of our two nations, but you will
oF ALl A

also understand one another better as well, and it’s that person-to-person contact that underpins
the foundation of our alliance and partnership.

3= A A EE0 dFAA AP FF 7

I send my compliments to the organizers of this conference, including the KASC alumni

akwu| o s} Al 71 HaA2E 53 =2 Z2d9 g }d 3,_]_ o] & who have come back to serve on the board and help continue this important program, and my
NES S TEa] qaiR vae o Tt
£58 QA A4HA AT UG. BRI -

Sung Y. Kim

best wishes to all conference members. I look forward to meeting you this summer,

2013¢ 7€ 1¢
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Florence Maher, KASC 1
Current Profession: Diplomat

Many of us applied for KASC looking for a fun
summer of making friends and improving language
skills. What KASC teaches, however, goes far be-
yond verb conjugation. Instead we learned team-
work in an international context and cross-cultural
communication — assets which cannot be captured
in a vacation snapshot, and without which | would
not be where | am now. For many, myself includ-
ed, KASC is an intense experience conjuring fierce . .
emotions. Group and cultural dynamics are heightened by the excit-
ing schedule and close interaction. The balance between Korean and
American delegates results in two cultural norms, two languages, two
natural groupings which simultaneously (chaotically! exhilaratingly!) co-
exist, compete, merge and reform. Rare is the delegate who emerges
unaffected. | learned a lot from my fellow delegates about myself — as
a leader, as a group member, and as a social being.

Although | felt tearful when KASC ended, in the months that followed,
| realized that the end was only the beginning. | reflected on and tried
to integrate the lessons | had learned during my time with KASC. What
had | learned? First and foremost — communication. We worked in
roundtables with two distinct linguistic and cultural groups. Next — in-
terpersonal skills. We shared close quarters with strangers from half-
way around the world who did not share our cultural assumptions and
expectations. Finally — leadership and team-building. This month-long,
four-city conference is organized by a group of students located on
multiple continents. As a member of the US diplomatic corps, my job
requires strong cross-cultural communication and teamwork skills. Di-
plomacy is not about speaking the loudest or the longest, but rather
about creating common ground from differing perspectives and posi-
tions. During KASC, our “common ground” of mutual interest and good

will is considerably wider, but the idea is the same: we have differences.

How can we work together?

Bokyung Kim, KASC 5 and KASC 6 @
Chair of the Korean Executive Committee

KASC is truly a wonderful journey that you are privileged to have as
a student. After being actively engaged in your surroundings, you will
discover yourself nurtured as a true leader. Through a one year prepa-
ration and implementation of the month-long conference, | redefined
the meaning of a leader. Leadership is not about you. It is really about
the team. A leader is not only about representing the team or speaking
with high profile people. A leader’s greatest responsibility is to lead the
team and make their effort s worthwhile. Leading a delegation of 4O
diverse students made me realize that leadership starts from responsi-
bility. Without responsibility, you are just a boss, not a leader. As the previous Korea Chair of
the 6th KASC, | was responsible for many things such as planning a month-long conference
schedule and building connections with corporations and professionals. Despite many of the
challenges, which sometimes were uncomfortable to face, my responsibility as Chair drove
me to take initiatives, stretch myself and reach beyond my grasp. Being comfortable with the
uncomfortable actually made me grow more in the end. KASC presented me a global pass-
port in my head that not only enable me to be adaptable to changes, but also be proactive
in creating positive changes.

&

[

Jose Pulido, KASC 3 and KASC L
Current Profession: Researcher at Mitsui

KASC was a great experience for me, not just for enriching

my college experience, but for setting me up with a great set

of skills for my professional career. Though | became a better
leader, team-player, and problem-solver through my experi-
ence as an Executive Committee Member, the most important
skills | gained were my communication skills. By its very nature,
KASC forces members to refine their inter-cultural communica-
tion skills through teamwork with their peers. However, | also & il
found myself interacting with people of all sorts of age-brackets (s
as well (which requires a different set of formalities and cour-
tesies).This is a skill that | use daily in my work-place, as | interact with Latinos,
Asians, and Americans, of all social, educational, and generational backgrounds. |
honestly feel that KASC played a crucial role in developing this skill, and | would rec-
ommend anyone to attend KASC to achieve that goal.

il

Tiffany Vang, KASC 5 and KASC 6
Chair of the American Executive Committee

One of the greatest achieve-
ments for anyone, | believe,
is to invest and build some-
thing that they can call their
own, and KASC gave me
a wonderful opportunity to
turn my ideas into a real-
ity. As the previous America
Chair for the 6th KASC, it
has been a challenging and rewarding path for
me. Leading a delegation of 4O diverse stu-
dents, planning a month long conference sched-
ule, building relationships with companies and
professionals, and on top of that fundraising is
a lot of responsibility for a college student, but
it's such a unique experience that has made
me a better leader. Not only did my experience
in KASC solidify my interest in economic de-
velopment in Asia, but it challenged the way
| approached and worked with people. Plan-
ning a conference with my Korean counterparts
showed me that a real leader is someone who
can make hard decisions, adapt to different cul-
tural surroundings, engage and actively build
relationships, and also take the initiative to try
different ideas and projects. After my experience
in KASC, | feel fearless! | feel that anything | put
my mind to is possible.

A
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International Student Conferences Inc.
1150 18th St NW # LI2

Washington, DC 20036

TEL: +1 (202) 289-9088

FAX: +1 (202) 789-8256

www.iscdc.org



